
Mass Incarceration Facts

On any given day, 76,000 Pennsylvanians are behind bars. 
In 1980, that number was 16,145.
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Report, 2018.
ii PA DOC 2017 County Statistics General Information, PA DOC 2018 Annual 
Statistical Report
iii The FY 2019-2020 Budget for the State Department of Corrections was 2.3 billion. 
We estimate that counties, between their corrections budgets, and healthcare and 
pensions for correctional staff, spend at least an additional 1.7 billion. 
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FOOTNOTES

Incarceration has increased by 500% while the 
crime rate has gone down.i 
In other words, Pennsylvania is locking up more people, 
for less crime.

A disproportionate number of those people are 
black. 
43% of everyone incarcerated in Pennsylvania is black. 
12.8% of Pennsylvania’s population is black.ii

The cost of mass incarceration is profound: 
Pennsylvania spend more than $4 billioniii to lock-up its 
citizens, spending $42,000 per incarcerated individual.iv 
In contrast, the average tuition at a Pennsylvania college 
was $20,517 during the 2015-2016 academic year.v

Why has Pennsylvania locked up more and 
more, predominantly black citizens?

NEW DRUG LAWS AND INCREASED DRUG ENFORCEMENT

The number of Pennsylvanians in prison for drug offenses 
has increased from 311 in 1980 to 5,850 in 2015. People 
convicted solely on drug charges make up 12 percent of 
Pennsylvania’s prison population.

GREATER USE OF PRISON AS PUNISHMENT FOR ALL 
CRIMES

In recent decades, the likelihood that an arrest would lead 
to prison time has more than doubled.vi Much of this is 
due to more aggressive criminal prosecution.vii

LONGER SENTENCING

In 1980, there were 848 individuals serving a life 
sentence.viii In 2015, there were 5,431. 11% of everyone in 
state prison in 2015 had a minimum sentence of life.
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min nosant.
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