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In this Issue 

  Special Report 

House Bill 1419 - “Clean Slate Bill” 
 The Graterfriends Staff  

On June 28, 2018, Governor Tom Wolf signed into 

law HB 1419, the “Clean Slate Bill.” The bill was 

sponsored by Rep. Sheryl Delozier, Republican 

from Cumberland County, and former senator and 

current Republican gubernatorial candidate Scott 

Wagner. 

 

The Clean Slate Bill will allow an individual to   

petition the courts for their records to be sealed if 

they’ve remained free from conviction for 10 years 

provided that all court ordered financial debts are 

paid. 

 

Records for second- or third-degree misdemeanors 

that carried a two-year or lower sentence can be 

automatically sealed if the person is free from    

convictions for 10 years. Criminal history records 

related to charges that did not end in conviction 

may also be sealed.  

 

More serious offenses such as sexual offenses,      

firearm offenses, murder, child endangerment, or 

kidnapping will not be covered by this bill. 

  

While the bill provides an automatic sealing       

process, this will not kick in for another two years. 

Starting in January, you can start filing a petition 

at the local court where your conviction occurred. 

Records sealed under the bill are not expunged, but 

are not considered convictions to most employers. 

 

For example, if a business that doesn’t require           

background checks through the FBI or under        

federal law asks for the applicant’s criminal history 

on a job application, you may respond as though no    

offense was committed.  

It is recommended that anyone petitioning for 

their records to be sealed check with a lawyer 

about their  particular case eligibility, and          

research their local court’s process for handling 

petitions as each do so slightly differently.  

 

At the bill signing, Governor Wolf said “I am proud 

to sign this legislation, which will make it easier 

for those who have interacted with the justice    

system to reduce the stigma they face when       

looking for employment and housing. Clean Slate 

passed in an overwhelmingly bi-partisan          

manner…” 

 

Clean Slate can be thought of as steps in a wider 

path to criminal justice reform beginning last year 

with the “Ban the Box” initiative, which removed 

the criminal history disclosure box on some job           

applications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(See Special Report, continued on page 4) 
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From the Editor 

This summer I have been crisscrossing              

Pennsylvania.  

 

First, I had the pleasure of standing with Commu-

nity Legal Services, the Center for American       

Progress, the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, 

and others as we watched Governor Wolf sign the 

Clean Slate Bill into law.  As detailed in this issue, 

Clean Slate means that records will be                  

automatically sealed for (1) arrests that do not    

result in conviction and (2) lower level                    

misdemeanors by people who stay crime-free for 

ten years. Since the sealing is automatic, the          

person with the record doesn’t have to do anything 

and they can legally state on a job application that 

they have no criminal record. This measure will 

make a tremendous difference in the lives of tens of 

thousands of Pennsylvanians.   

 

Right after the bill-signing I walked down the hall 

in the State Capital Building to watch the pardon 

and commutation hearings taking place in the       

Supreme Court Chambers. It was a very different 

scene. While Clean Slate recognizes that minor    

infractions should not deprive people of                  

employment and housing opportunities decades 

later, the pardons board has a different approach.  

I watched as the Board asked people in their 40s 

and 50s who had been convicted of drug and          

alcohol related charges in their teens and twenties 

if they still attended AA meetings, and how much 

alcohol they drank each week.  It was humiliating 

for the participants and was denigrating to the    

Supreme Court Chamber, which is supposed to be 

where the highest matters of justice are                

determined.   

 

After Harrisburg I travelled to Western                

Pennsylvania. At our core, the Prison Society is a 

statewide organization that works to make sure 

that people on the inside are treated humanely.    

As we like to say, “We bring light to the darkness 

and we bring the darkness to light.” While I met 

with a great groups of Society volunteers and       

supporters in Pittsburgh and Erie, it was clear to 

me we have a long way to go in fulfilling our       

mission, particularly in the West.   

 

During my trip I met with officials and                  

incarcerated people at Cambridge Springs and     

Albion. At Cambridge Springs, I spoke with the 

leadership of the inmate organization Women 

Helping Others. These women were generous with 

their time and insights.   

 

(See From the Editor, continued on page 3) 
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Reports From the 

Inside 

#MeToo in Prison: Tracey Nadirah Ali Shaw (OD

-4315, SCI Cambridge Springs) writes that the 

#MeToo movement applies to all women, including 

those who are incarcerated. "In secured facilities, 

women are not likely to be believed....due to our 

status as prisoners, our word means nothing;      

carries no power or influence. Since #MeToo is     

giving voice and support all over the world to the 

free, why can’t this be the same for those who are 

locked up?  Tracy encourages fellow inmates to send 

stories of in-prison rapes to the Women Lifers         

Resume Project of Pennsylvania (at PO Box 324, 

New Hope PA 18938), so that officials and citizens 

will recognize the pervasiveness of in-prison sexual 

assault.  [The identities of victims and perpetrators 

will be kept confidential.]  

 

According to the DOC, there are four other ways to 

report sexual assaults: (1) Speaking with or writing 

to any DOC staff  member, (2) Submitting a DC-

135A (“Inmate’s Request to a Staff Member”), (3) 

Writing to the PA State Police, BCI/PREA              

Coordinator, 1800 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg 

PA 17110, and (4) Writing to the Pennsylvania     

Coalition against Rape, PO Box 400, Enola PA 

17025. For privacy purposes do not use email. 

 

Grievance Dilemma: Julius Dodson (GJ-9592, 

SCI Smithfield) reports his filing of legal action 

after a “false” grievance denial. “Once I reached the 

final level of appeal, that denial [was] falsely 

claimed because I failed to include various             

documents...I included a copy of all the documents 

they said I didn't… I will be filing my civil action 

because of the sensitive nature of my grievance…” 

 

PA Innocence Project Client: Daniel Carnivale 

(HH-3445, SCI Albion) reports that he was            

convicted 14 years ago for second degree homicide, 

arson, burglary, and aggravated assault after a 

jailhouse informant testified that Daniel confessed 

that he committed these crimes.  After years of 

having appeals and requests denied, he found a 

lawyer at the Pennsylvania Innocence Project 

who’s agreed to help appeal his case. He is thrilled 

to “finally have light at the end of this dark tunnel.”  

 

(From the Editor...continued from page 2) 

 

Unlike in facilities in Central or Eastern              

Pennsylvania, they had little familiarity or contact 

with the Prison Society. We talked about how      

isolated they felt, high in the mountains and, in the 

case of those women from Eastern Pennsylvania, 

eight hours from home.  

 

At Albion I spent time on a housing unit where the 

men had no familiarity with the Society. When I 

explained who we are and what we do, one of the 

men asked me to look into what medications are 

provided during lockdown. He reported that       

during lockdowns only “life saving” medications 

were being provided while psychotropic                

medications where not. I raised this issue with the 

Department of Corrections. The DOC clarified that 

the policy has always been that psychotropic       

medications are delivered to the cells during       

lockdown, that it had come to their attention that      

Albion had not been following this policy, but that 

this issue has been rectified.  

 

This is exactly the type of matter in which the     

Society can offer assistance. If you are                                     

incarcerated, or have a family member who is      

incarcerated, and you have a question or concern 

about how policy is being interpreted, of course 

speak to staff if you are comfortable doing so, but 

also know that you can write us or have someone 

call us. We are committed to being a reliable source 

of information for you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Claire Shubik-Richards 

Executive Director 
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Reentry Success  

Stories 

Finding the "Real Deal" 

by Matthew Parris  

 

I'm originally from New York, so I did not have 

much support once I was released from prison in 

Pennsylvania. I moved into a halfway house and 

began trying to take my next steps on my own but 

no feasible options turned up, plus I initially could 

only travel within three counties that did not  

include Philadelphia. While I was still  

incarcerated, I learned about the Prison Society 

when I signed up for a reintegration program to 

give myself the opportunity to get acclimated with 

different resources available. One of these  

resources was the Society's mentoring program. 

I decided to reach out to Joseph Robinson, one of 

the mentors with the Prison Society whom I had 

met previously, and quickly learned that the     

Prison Society provides a vast amount of             

information and resources that can help those who 

have been incarcerated. With the support and 

guidance of my mentor, I now have two part time 

jobs, and one of them particularly aligns with my 

interests and skills. On top of that, I have also    

registered for school. Without the Prison Society, I 

don't know where I would be or what my situation 

would be.  

 

"I don’t want to say that I would not have gotten a 

job, but I just really don’t see it happening." 

The follow-up was just as impactful as the direct 

support that I received from my mentor. I know 

that I can call or text my mentor at any time, who 

is still in touch with me often. I feel that having a 

network for individuals in situations like my own 

has made a monumental impact, and the program 

helps to relay the message that although people 

who have been incarcerated may have some  

bruises and hit some bumps, they are still  

employable and valuable. 

 

I realized that there are many resources available 

for people who have been incarcerated that people 

just don’t know about, and I am happy that I found 

the real deal with the Prison Society, where my 

mentor went above and beyond to help me and to 

create a plan that was tailored to my needs. 

 

 

 

(Special Report continued from page 1)  

 

Gov. Wolf is leading the plan, also calling for (in 

the future): 

 

1. Bail and Pre-Trial reforms to guarantee 

the right to a fair trial and statewide                     

risk-assessment tools. 

 

2. Justice Reinvestment Initiatives (or 

JRI2’s) to, among other things, increase 

parole supervision and strive for fair      

sentencing.  

 

3. An expansion of the Post-Conviction     

Relief Act with regards to defendant 

awareness of time-sensitive perishable 

rights.  

 

4. Resentencing and Revocation for         

Probation/Parole by creating consistent 

revocation procedures and better              

supervision. 

 

5. Emphasizing the ever-critical Indigent    

Defense system that affects many angles 

in the Pennsylvania prison system and is 

necessary for quality, independent counsel 

under the Sixth Amendment. 
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Think 

About It 

Renew the Relationship with Yourself 
Kenneth Cannon, HH-4008, SCI Frackville 

 

Becoming anew with yourself may have everything 

to do with the happiness of our existing today. As 

human beings created beneath the infinite wisdom 

of God, he placed inside of us the craving to love 

and become connected with the evolving world. 

 

However, before anyone can approach this craving, 

you need to renew your own relationship with your 

inner self. As people we want to love, to be intimate 

with the heart’s flesh and repurpose it for others to 

eat from, yet it’s quite bitter to the beholder. 

 

For us to truly be in love and in happiness with the 

wildest of our dreams and our expectancies of God, 

we need to ask what fruit we expect to fall from the 

tree of life. Squeezing juice out of your orange has 

nothing to do with the orange you picked, as     

sometimes the choices are right but the benefits 

lacking. What you get out of your fruit depends on 

the effort you put in, and the delicacy with which 

you consider your choices. Life will treat you with 

the same passion you put in to your own happiness. 

 

And He has placed affection between their hearts. 

If you had spent whatever is in the earth             

altogether, you could not have produced that         

affection. Verily! God is all mighty, all wise.          

Al-Qur’an 8:63 

Is it Justice or Injustice? 

Eddie Ortiz, A4-4845, SCI Rockview 

There are people who have a license to kill. For  

example, there are clinics that provide abortion 

services. This is murder, killing innocent babies. I 

pray for the people who do this, as it is wrong in 

the eyes of God.  

 

I read in the newspaper about priests who’ve     

molested little kids for years, some of whom never 

serve any time for it. These priests were moved to 

another area, only to repeat the act. People knew 

about this happening, even a district attorney 

knew, but it was swept under the rug. Is this       

justice, or injustice? Everyone is accountable to 

God for what they do, good or evil. Let me tell you a 

little about what goes on here in prison. There was 

an inmate who was set to go home who had an    

extra mattress. A guard found this mattress and 

moved to give the inmate a misconduct charge 

which would prevent his going home. After the 

charge was given, the inmate hung himself. 

 

A friend of mine, a 61-year-old lifer named Jack, 

had cancer. He was Christian, a changed man after 

38 years in prison. Instead of the system showing 

compassion by letting him spend time with his 

family before he left this world, he was placed in a 

back room of the prison hospital to die alone. If God 

is compassionate and merciful, why can’t we be the 

same? 

 

My cellmate was a police officer for about 17 years. 

He went to his family doctor to treat his job stress, 

and after being diagnosed with anxiety and         

depression he was given subscriptions to Xanax 

and Prozac respectively. He showed poor           

judgement once by arguing with his girlfriend 

while on these medications and a full bottle of     

vodka. The argument erupted, and in such a wrong 

state of mind he pulled out his gun and shot her 

twice. He was set to become a lifer, but took a plea 

agreement for a 20-40 year sentence. 

 

It’s sad that she’s dead, that he must live with that 

memory for the rest of his life. He was an honored 

officer who had no criminal record or misconducts. 

The maximum sentence he received wasn’t justice, 

what he needed was mental care. When last I 

checked this is America, the land of opportunity, of 

second chances. People make mistakes and people 

change from them, with the help of the lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

I’ve been in prison for almost 35 years now. When I 

came to prison my son Jason was three and a half 

years old, and I was never able to see him grow up 

as a man. I’m grateful to God that my son is a great 

man, father, and son, and I tell him how proud I 

am when I speak to him over the phone. He and my 

two beautiful granddaughters Aliza and Jazlyn are 

blessings from God to me. I wasn’t there for them, 

but I pray to God that I’ll get my second chance to 

see them again. 

 

Please pray with me that a bill will be passed to 

allow lifers’ parole in Pennsylvania. 
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 Our Voices 

A Little More Respect 
Ravetta Calvin-Stone, OY-7584,  

SCI Cambridge Springs 
 

Yesterday I met the Executive Director of the  

Prison Society and recited a poem I wrote on  

Christmas Eve of last year. She encouraged me to 

write for Graterfriends, and while I’m pretty sure 

she meant for me to submit my poetry, I’ve got 

something else on my mind. 

 

Recently, I had an encounter with an officer  

working my unit who seemed to think that being  

demanding and intimidating would get her my  

immediate obedience. I was finishing my unit  

detail job when she began to yell at me to return to 

my cell. After several attempts to assure her that I 

was in fact preparing to do so after I’d finished, her 

tone began to frustrate me. 

 

A few years ago, I would have met her aggression 

with a rebellious aggression of my own, but not this 

time. I instead politely asserted my correct following 

of the rules not just because I’m supposed to or  

because someone demanded I do, but for  

respect for myself, not just authority. 

 

I’ve made the kinds of mistakes that landed me in 

someone else’s prison cell, ones that caused me to 

take a good hard look at my actions. See, I figure 

now that I wouldn’t even be here if I’d just shown a 

little more respect for the life Allah has seen fit to 

give me. Some gratitude and a bit of humility would 

have landed me somewhere else, anywhere but 

prison.  

 

My situation is a consequence of not respecting that 

my actions have consequences. As a Muslim I fear 

Allah above all else, but as a human being I’m now 

realizing my faith must also be in myself. If I’d gave 

this officer a level of respect she didn’t show me, I 

revealed the truth about who I can be. I am not my 

past mistakes, and I can still learn and grow, do 

better, be better.  

 

I’ve learned to respect my past and have hope for 

my future. It has to start somewhere, why not here? 

Thank You, Joan! 
Vernon Bess, AF-8330, SCI Forest 

 

I really enjoyed the article in the May 2018 issue 

entitled “How it Started,” featuring my very good 

friend Ms. Joan Gauker. The piece really brought 

back positive memories of the inmates and  

organizations that supported Joan in every way we 

could, especially for the newsletter.  

 

There was a lot of opposition, as she said, save one 

deputy that supported our drive for the publication, 

Larry Reid. Along with those two there were a few 

inmate organizations, the Brotherhood Jaycees and 

the Knights of Henry Christope. Before Joan, we 

had mostly nothing regarding information on  

activities inside prison walls or the state of prison 

reform as we know it today. Joan and her attitude 

provided the shot in the arm we needed at that 

time.  

 

After we learned of the restrictions placed on Joan 

by the Prison Administration, we decided to step 

up to the plate and turn up the wick. We had very 

little support from the outside, but we compensated 

with our drive and our attitude. Our organizations 

made sure that the superintendent and his cohorts 

knew that we were behind Joan and the newsletter 

100 percent, as well as her plan for revamping the 

Prison Society’s Volunteer for Prisoners program.  

I want to thank so many people: Joan, John Waddy 

and Smitty from the Knights, all my fellow Broth-

erhood members, and many more besides. I thank 

you, and I know Joan thanks you. 

 

See, we made it our job and our mission to get this 

newsletter approved and moving, it was a          

challenge that we all welcomed, and we believed it 

to be a positive thing. Joan helped us see the 

importance of having our own newsletter out of SCI 

Graterford, and eventually we got everyone else to 

believe like we did. 

 

Those were fine and enjoyable times. We had Joan, 

our organizations, and the support of a whole  

inmate population to push in the same direction, 

even if the administration was playing hardball. 

We had a goal, we knew the road blocks, and most 

importantly we had each other’s backs even after 

the smoke cleared. When it finally did, we had won! 

So thank you Graterfriends, Joan, the  

Brotherhood, the Knights, and all those who  

supported our struggle.  
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Legal Forum 

Declaration of Genocide 
Omar Askia Ali, AF-0814, SCI Coal 

 

If you were abused by the practice of the previous 

Philadelphia District Attorney’s office, which  

attempted to exclude African Americans from the 

jury process, thereby granting a homogeneous jury, 

you should know that the US Supreme Court has 

ruled this unconstitutional per the decisions on 

Swain v. Alabama (1965), Miller El v. Dretke 

(2005), and Bason v. Kentucky (1986). 

 

However, instead of adhering to these precedents, 

prosecutors nationwide have attempted to  

circumvent them. Thus, I’ve filed a petition with 

the permission of the Inter American Commission 

on Human Rights (IACHR), a branch of the  

Organization of American States.  

 

The practice of systematically excluding Black  

people from juries is a “declaration of genocide” a 

defined in Article II of the United Nations  

convention on prevention and punishment on the 

crime of genocide. The article, adopted on Dec. 9, 

1949, explains that: “Genocide means any of the     

following acts committed with the intent to destroy, 

in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, or 

religious group as such; killing members of the 

group; causing serious bodily or mental harm to 

members of the group, deliberately inflicting on the 

group, conditions of life calculated to bring about 

its physical destruction in whole or in part,            

imposing measures intended to prevent births      

within the group, and forcibly transferring the     

children of the group to another group.” 

 

The IACHR acknowledged my petition, which is 

subject to preliminary evaluation in accordance 

with the rules governing the procedures before the 

IACHR. 

 

I urge anyone who has been abused by this practice 

to forward your information to: 

The Human Rights Coalition 

4134 Lancaster Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19104 

www.hrcoalition.org  

 

The information will be forwarded to the UN  

commission in the care of executive secretary Paulo 

Abrao. The information will be conveyed through 

the HRC, please earmark your envelope “All White 

Jury”. 

Writing Your Elected Representatives 
From the ACLU 

(www.aclu.org/writing-your-elected-representatives) 

 

Letters and faxes are an extremely effective way of 

communicating with your elected officials. Many 

legislators believe that a letter represents not only 

the position of the writer but also many other  

constituents who did not take the time to write. 

These tips will help increase the effectiveness of 

your letter:  

 

Keep it brief: Letters should never be longer than 

one page and should be limited to one issue.  

Legislative aides read many letters on many issues 

in a day, so your letter should be as concise as  

possible. 

 

State who you are and what you want up 

front: In the first paragraph, tell your legislators 

that you are a constituent and identify the issue 

about which you are writing. If your letters per-

tains to a specific piece of legislation, it helps to 

identify it by its bill number (e.g. HB ____              

or SB _____). 

 

Hit your three most important points: Choose 

the three strongest points that will be most effec-

tive in persuading legislators to support your posi-

tion and flesh them out.  

 

Personalize your letter: Tell your elected official 

why this legislation matters in his community or 

state. If you have one, include a personal story that 

shows how this issue affects you and your family. 

A constituent's personal stories can be very          

persuasive as your legislator shapes his or her  

position. 

 

Personalize your relationship: Have you ever 

voted for this elected official? Have you ever       

contributed time or money to his or her campaign? 

Are you familiar with her through any business or 

personal relationship? If so, tell your elected        

http://www.hrcoalition.org
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Groundbreaking Legislative Event  

at SCI Dallas 
Robert Pezzeca, DX-1148, SCI Dallas  

 

After six months of non-stop phone calls, letters, 

and endless amounts of emails, I am proud to  

report that SCI Dallas L.I.F.E. Association will be 

hosting the first ever Legislative Policy Hearing 

here at the prison. We will focus on parole for  

lifers, criminal justice reform, and prison reform 

and conditions. The PA Legislative Black Caucus 

(PA LBC), the Philadelphia delegation and  

multiple members of the House and Senate  

Judiciary Committee will be in attendance,  

Republicans and Democrats alike. Key Prison  

Society staff have also been invited. At this  

legislative policy hearing, we will be presenting 

testimony on parole for lifers, elderly lifers, and 

how we best believe our elected General Assembly 

can make the necessary changes in bills HB 135, 

SB 942, and SB 293 to get them more support. 

 

My friend, Pennsylvania Prison Society Official 

Visitor and a friend of all lifers, Elizabeth Geyer, 

will also be in attendance. She recently testified at 

the June 4th public  hearing for Senator Leach on 

his SB 293, second degree murder bill. She gave a 

powerful testimony and she is a true soldier out in 

the fields, fighting for all lifers. We lifers thank 

you. For the lifers organizations in Huntingdon, 

Smithfield, Rockview, Graterford (soon to be 

moved to Phoenix) and Muncy, we cannot give up.  

 

We must work together, this is a new day, a new 

age. Parole for lifers will happen but one unit or 

one group cannot do it alone. Any lifer who wants 

to get involved, we are putting together a call 

blast.  

 

Here is a list of politicians to have our families 

and friends call. We ask them to call once a week. 

Senator Leach told me this is the best way to 

reach them, other than actually walking into their 

office for a sit down meeting with the Rep/Senator. 

If the lifers organization at Graterford/Phoenix 

has any information or ideas for me, or if you can 

provide studies, facts, or data, you can have it sent 

to www.fossilsandfeathers@gmail.com.  

 

We thank Lifers Inc. and the Grey Panthers        

organization for all of your hard work and  

dedication. The L.I.F.E. Association at Dallas    

continues to work hard alongside of our  

membership. Any ideas, thoughts, or suggestions 

can be sent to me. Thank you and keep up the 

fight for parole for ALL lifers.  

 

Editor’s Note: See pages 21 for addresses and 

phone numbers of  the PA House and Senate        

Judiciary Committees.   
 

official or his staff person. The closer your            

legislator feels to you, the more powerful your     

argument is likely to be. 

 

You are the Expert: Remember that your  

legislator's job is to represent you. You should be 

courteous and to the point, but don't be afraid to 

take a firm position. Remember that often your 

elected official may know no more about a given 

issue than you do. 

Female Inmate Legislation Package 
From the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus 

 

On June 21, State Rep. Morgan Cephas and others 

from the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus 

announced a legislation package aimed at assist-

ing incarcerated women and parents in             

Pennsylvania. 

 

Cephas herself proposes the creation of a Women 

and Girls Committee inside the Pennsylvania 

Commission on Crime and Delinquency which 

would entail “research and programs that will 

have a direct impact on women and girls," per a 

report by the PLBC. 

 

One of five bills, the package would support the 

“fastest-growing segment of the incarcerated        

population” since 1985, as African American      

women in particular represent almost a third of 

the national female inmate population, with        

female incarceration rates as a whole growing 

twice as fast as the male rate. 

 

Other proposed bills include alternative housing 

for postpartum inmates, mandatory free feminine 

hygiene items for all female inmates statewide, a 

new system that can help register those who 

struggle with addiction or mental health issues for 

applicable benefits before release, and one free 

phone call for incarcerated parents per month. 
 

  

http://www.fossilsandfeathers@gmail.com
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Want to subscribe to 
Graterfriends?  

 

See the order form on 
page 24. 

Wake Up State Legislators: This Pot has 

been Brewing for a Long Time 
 Jules Jette, EW-4679, SCI Houtzdale  

 

We live in a moral, sophisticated, and civilized   

society which diminishes itself if its system of   

justice does not afford recognition and                  

consideration of the cruelty inherent in Life      

without Parole (LWOP). While LWOP cannot be 

eliminated in toto, a demarcation line can be 

drawn when such punishment is mandated. 

 

[Due the difficulties in measuring reform,              

rehabilitation and recidivism], government         

representatives hold the same misconception as 

general society that ‘people’ convicted of murder 

are animals, monsters who can never be              

rehabilitated thus deserving LWOP, when nothing 

is further from the truth.   

 

Society fueled by sensationalism through local and 

national news networks has convinced viewers 

that someone convicted of criminal homicide 

should never be given a chance. LWOP rightfully 

called “death by incarceration.” 

 

The U.S. Constitution’s 8th amendment prohibits 

cruel and unusual punishment: being locked up for 

the remainder of one’s natural life is not cruel? A 

defendant with LWOP has an end depending only 

on his age; more likely than not his/her end will 

not be painless.  He/she will likely suffer. At least 

that’s what I have seen over the past 16 plus years 

with elderly inmates: terminal conditions with no 

comfort whatsoever. 

 

One plausible solution may be Life on Parole 

(LOP) after serving a determined number of years. 

The court did it for juveniles. If there are 2500   

inmates serving LWOP, 1500 may qualify for LOP. 

Statisticians estimate it costs $40,000 annually to 

house a healthy inmate; that would be an         

astonishing $60,000,000 saved annually. The state 

could hire 500 new parole agents (at $60,000 per 

year) and still have a 30-million-dollar surplus 

that could be reinvested into education etc.            

A win-win. 

 

What is needed is a collaborative effort. LWOP   

advocates need to join with death penalty          

abolitionists, replace the death penalty with 

LWOP, remove the mandatory LWOP for lesser 

degrees of murder and thus expand access to LOP. 

 

 

Again, a win-win not only for the defendants and 

their loved ones but the savings spoken of above. 

Moreover it would be in the name of rehabilitation 

as well as confirming our society as civilized 

through abolition of mandatory LWOP and capital 

punishment.  

 

On a personal note, I’m not LWOP but over the 

years I have met some truly good people, whom, if 

given the opportunity, I am confident would prove 

skeptics incorrect; a few have been incarcerated for 

some time. They are not the people they were at 

the time of their crime; constantly enriching     

themselves - making a virtue of necessity. That’s 

what separates us from God’s other creatures.  

 

Let’s wake up our state legislators.  Draft a letter 

simply saying “End Life Without Parole (LWOP)” 

and/or make copies of this essay.  We get eight free 

envelopes, designate two or more for this purpose.  

Fifty thousand state inmates means a lot of mail 

dumped on legislators’ desks. Get your family and 

friends to call, email, write, and tell them to tell 

three people to do the same and tell them to do the 

same…We have the ability, in a democratic          

society, to make our laws. Make them listen or be 

replaced come next election.  

 

(See pages 21 for contact information for          

members of the PA House and Senate Judiciary 

Committees) 
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New Evidence for PCRA Relief  
 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s recent decision 

in Commonwealth v. Eric Small (63 MAP 2017 or 

2018 Pa LEXIS 3671) is an important one for      

anyone seeking PCRA relief based on newly     

available evidence.  

 

At his evidentiary hearing, Eric Small presented 

testimony of a witness who had information about 

the murder Mr. Small was convicted of                

committing. According to the witness’ testimony at 

the hearing, police questioned her at the time of 

the shooting but she claimed to know nothing. In 

fact, according to her testimony at the evidentiary 

hearing, her boyfriend Pedro Esprada –who was 

present when the murder happened - confessed to 

her that he shot the victim. She said she did not 

tell the police about the confession because she 

was afraid of losing custody of her children, and 

that threats were made around her neighborhood 

after the shooting to keep anyone with knowledge 

about it from coming forward. 

 

The PCRA court granted a new trial based on the 

evidence, but the Superior Court reversed saying 

the testimony was “corroborative or cumulative” of 

evidence presented at the trial - the defense’s trial 

theory that Esprada was the shooter.  

 

On appeal, the Supreme Court reviewed the         

history of the after-discovered evidence cases in 

Pennsylvania as far back as 1819. For decades, 

Pennsylvania courts have followed a four-part test 

to see whether a PCRA petitioner’s new evidence 

is sufficient to warrant a new trial. That test is 

that the new evidence:  

 

1. Could not have been obtained prior to the 

conclusion of the trial by the exercise of 

due diligence; 

2. Is not merely corroborative or cumulative; 

3. Will not be used solely to impeach the     

credibility of a witness; and 

4. Would likely result in a different verdict if a 

new trial were granted. 

 

The Supreme Court ruled in Small that the           

Superior Court was wrong for saying the witness’ 

testimony was “cumulative.” They emphasized 

that the cases have focused on whether the        

evidence is merely cumulative. The Court said 

the goal of the after-discovered evidence rule is 

simple: “to limit continued litigation without being 

so rigid as to shut out newly discovered evidence 

from a credible source which may lead to a true 

and proper judgment.”  

  

So the bottom line is the Court ruled that 

“evidence which is corroborative or cumulative, 

but not “merely” so – that is, the new evidence is 

of a higher grade or character than what was     

previously presented on a material issue – may 

properly be used to support the grant of a new    

trial.”  Courts still have to analyze whether the 

evidence may have resulted in a different verdict – 

the “lodestar of the after-discovered evidence     

analysis” – but a court should not dismiss a        

well-pled petition just because the evidence being 

offered echoes other evidence presented at trial. 

 

The Pennsylvania Innocence Project investigates 

and litigates cases of those convicted of crimes they 

did not commit. If you are serving a sentence for a 

crime you did not commit, please contact us to 

see whether we can assist you. All we need is a   

letter explaining (1) what you were convicted of, (2) 

why you say you are innocent, (3) what your        

sentence was, and (4) where you are in the appeals 

process. You can write to us at: 

 

The Pennsylvania Innocence Project  

1515 Market Street, Suite 300 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

We will respond to you as quickly as possible. 

Report from  

Marissa Bluestine 
Director - Pennsylvania Innocence Project 
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Report from  

Nicole Sloane, Esq. 
Criminal Defense Attorney 

Incarcerated Parents Have More 

Rights Than Previously  
Recognized 

 
In S.T. v. R.W., 2018 PA Super. 192, 2018 

Pa.Super. LEXIS 751, 2018 WL 3198393  

(Pa. Super. Ct. 2018), an incarcerated mother 

(“Mother”) appealed the trial court’s order  

denying her request for telephone calls with her 

nine-year-old daughter.  The order was entered 

after the trial court conducted an ex parte custo-

dy hearing (a hearing without all of the parties) 

with Father.  The trial court had not provided 

Mother the opportunity to be present at the hear-

ing or to participate by telephone or video  

conference. Mother appealed. 

 

In a decision authored by Judge Kunselman, a 

panel of the Pennsylvania Superior Court vacated 

the lower court order and remanded back to the 

trial court. The Superior Court decision provides 

the background of the custody dispute. 

 

In its opinion, the court explained that Mother 

had not seen or spoken with her daughter since 

before Mother began serving her sentence in 

2014.  In August of 2017, Mother filed a motion 

seeking telephone contact with her daughter. The 

trial court responded to Mother’s motion by 

scheduling a hearing. The order notified Mother 

of the time and location of the hearing. The Court 

instructed Mother to submit a written statement 

describing her place of incarceration, her crimes, 

specifics regarding her request for telephone calls 

with her daughter and other specifics. The trial 

court selected not to notify Mother about her 

right to request to be present during the hearing 

or the option of participating by way of telephone 

or video conference. 

 

After the ex parte hearing, the court  

entered an order awarding Father sole legal  

custody finding Mother could not “participate  

effectively in parenting decisions.”  In its order, 

the court also denied Mother’s request for  

telephone calls with her daughter based upon  

Father’s testimony during the ex parte hearing 

that telephone access for prisoners is irregular 

and therefore had the potential of upsetting the 

child if Mother failed to call when expected.  

Because Mother had not been given the  

opportunity to participate in the hearing, she was 

denied the opportunity to advocate for herself,  

present evidence, make objections, respond to  

Father’s testimony or to cross-examine witnesses 

including Father.   

 

In vacating the trial court’s order, the Superior 

Court acknowledged that a parent has  

fundamental rights such as the right to make  

decisions concerning the care, custody and control 

of their child. A parent must be afforded due  

process to safeguard their constitutional rights. 

Due process rights include the right to receive 

notice and an opportunity to be heard when an 

individual may be deprived of a liberty interest 

such as a parent’s custody of their child.  The  

Superior Court reminded the trial court that  

procedural due process requires notice, an  

opportunity to be heard and the chance to defend 

before a fair and impartial court. 

 

When a parent is incarcerated, the court is  

obligated to safeguard their due process rights.  

In this case, the Superior Court held that the  

trial court failed to provide Mother with notice of 

her right to request that she participate in the 

hearing.  

 

The Superior Court acknowledged that depending 

upon the location and circumstances of a parent’s 

incarceration, transporting the parent may be a 

significant burden on the                                  

Commonwealth.  Because of advances in           

technology, there are now options that would     

allow an incarcerated parent to participate as a 

party during a custody hearing without being 

transported. Due to the availability of telephone 

or video conferencing, the Superior Court held 

that the trial court’s request for Mother to        

provide a written statement prior to the hearing 

and not otherwise participate denied Mother her 

right to due process.  The  
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Superior Court found that “in incarceration cases, 

telephone or video testimony should now be the 

practice standard, not the exception.” S.T. v. R.W., 

at *13.      

 

In its opinion, the Superior Court also held that 

incarcerated parents who request some form of 

contact with their children (such as asking that 

the children visit or be made available for  

telephone calls) are seeking an award of 

“supervised physical custody” as defined under 23 

Pa.C.S.A. § 5323.  In this case, Mother asked for 

written correspondence and telephone calls with 

her daughter. Pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 5328(a), 

in ordering any form of custody, the trial court 

must determine the best interest of the child by 

considering all relevant factors including the  

factors specified by § 5328(a).  Specific to cases  

involving an incarcerated parent, other  

considerations must also be made as well including 

the nature of the criminal conduct that resulted in 

incarceration, the age of the child, the distance 

and hardship in traveling to the visitation site, the  

effect on the child and other factors delineated in 

Etter v. Rose, 684 A.2d 1092, 1093 (Pa. Super. Ct. 

1996).  

 

In this case, the Superior Court found that the  

trial court hadn’t just denied Mother of due  

process but also erred by not interviewing the 

daughter.  Based upon a child’s age and judgment, 

the child’s opinion may carry more weight in an 

incarceration case than in other custody matters. 

The Superior Court pointed out that the  

Pennsylvania State roundtable Dependent  

Children of Incarcerated parents 2013 Workgroup 

report informed that in most cases children benefit 

from visitation and contact with a parent who is 

incarcerated. 

 

In summary, the Superior Court held that the trial 

court deprived Mother of her due process rights by 

failing to notify Mother of her right to request to 

be present or provide Mother with an alternative 

way to participate in the hearing such as by  

telephone or video conferencing.  The court  

remanded the case back to the trial court for a new 

hearing. On remand, the Superior Court directed 

the trial court to apply the correct legal authority 

when determining legal custody issues. 
 

 

Please remember that any  

submissions we receive will NOT be 

published without permission to print 

and a note stating that you are the 

original author. 

If we receive a submission without  

either of these two requirements, we 

will not print it. 

Original submissions will not be  

returned. 

Thank you. 

Were you transferred or   
assigned a new state ID  

number? 
Did you just move from SCI 

Graterford? 
Let us know! 

Remember, the Department 
of Corrections does not alert 

us when inmates are  
transferred or assigned a 

new number.  
So make sure you write to us 
so we can update our mailing 
list, and ensure quick delivery 

of your Graterfriends! 



Graterfriends ― A Publication of The Pennsylvania Prison Society ―  September 2018 

The opinions expressed are of the authors and not necessarily those of Graterfriends or The Pennsylvania Prison Society.  

13  

 

The Prison Society does not provide  

compensation for conditions in the  

Philadelphia Prison System. 

 

It’s a rumor. 

 

Contrary to what you may have been told, no  

compensation is available from the Prison  

Society or any other agency — for the  

individuals who have experienced poor  

conditions while housed in the Philadelphia 

Prison System.  

 

For information on previous class action suits, 

please contact the organization below. 

 

The Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project 

The Cast Iron Building 

718 Arch Street, Suite 304 South 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

 

Bookcase  

“Dear Momma, Closer to the Truth…” is a 

novel written by Kenneth Cannon, HH-4008, 

SCI Frackville, which shines light on poverty, 

drug abuse, parenting, and the life inside  

incarceration. Send check of money order for 

$10.50 ($8 for the book, $2.50 S&H), to Second 

Chance Books, PO Box 4149, Philadelphia PA 

19144. SCB is a non-profit organization founded 

by author Abdul “Dula-Dym” Fowler who is       

currently an inmate awaiting parole at S.C.I 

Benner. The purpose of SCB is to provide          

inmates with the opportunity to utilize their time 

to do something positive, constructive, and        

become productive members of society. 

 

Malcolm Rowe, BU-6777, SCI Forest, has           

announced the publication of his second book 

entitled, “Ghetto Prophecy 7th Street, The 

Untold Story”. “Urban street culture has since 

changed with the passing of the times. There is 

no such thing as respect, honesty,                           

trustworthiness, or loyalty anymore. Most of 

these young street guys who are now running 

around controlling the hustle game have all but 

lost their moral integrity. Brothers are crossing 

their own brother while sisters are crossing 

damn near everyone, solely on the strength of 

their commitment to their   baby daddies…With 

this novel, I will be making a desperate attempt 

to bring the dysfunctional plight of a race of col-

ored people who had so much hope and promise 

to the worlds stage. The sheer brilliance of the 

average street hustler is so amazing that the 

talent can only be compared to major business 

CEOs…This is a powerful Philadelphia story, so 

Philly readers definitely should not be left out of 

the loop.” Available at Amazon.com (14.26 to 

19.99 paperback, $21.56-$29.00 hardcover plus 

S&H). Any money that is generated will go to-

ward Malcolm’s legal defense fund.   

 

 

 

 

Keeshawn C. Crawford, DU-0092, SCI Huntington, 

has published “Traits and Emotions of a        

Salvageable Soul: A Conversation with a 

Touch of Class (Volume 1, 270 pages, paperback). 

“All people have their own remarkably intrinsic 

value, and it’s time we recognize it in ourselves and 

share it with the people in our lives. From the wis-

dom of elders comes “Traits and Emotions of a     

Salvageable Soul: A Conversation with a Touch of 

Class,” a guide to growing and healing ourselves so 

that we can live the quality of life we were always 

meant to live. From life’s hard lessons, Crawford 

offers the reader encouragement and truth, a path 

for using life’s challenges to overcome and even 

thrive. Don’t give up, he reminds us. Every one of 

us has great potential and purpose. We just need to 

have faith in ourselves and courage.” Available at  

Inkwater Press: send check for $21.25 ($16.95 plus 

$4.30 S&H) to Inkwater Press, 6750 S W Franklin 

St, Suite A, Portland OR 97223.  For more infor-

mation see inkwaterbooks.com/traits. Also         

available at Amazon.com ($16.95 plus S&H).  
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Edited by Nicole Sloane, Criminal Defense Attorney & 

Dwayne Heckert, Legislative Liaison for the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections 

Legislative Highlights 

Several current laws are listed below. Note that this list has new and moving legislation. The bills are  

current and updated as of 6/8/18.  

Bill  & Printer No., 

Prime Sponsor(s) 
Description Action 

SB 62     
PN 43 

 

Sen. Stewart J. Greenleaf (R) -

Bucks (part) &  

Montgomery (part)  

Counties 
 

 

Provides additional reasons to avoid termination of parental rights for  

incarcerated parents. 

 

PPS: Support 

Passed Senate  

Judiciary 1/24/17;  

Tabled in the full 

Senate 3/22/17.  

On hold on the    

Senate table. 

SB 121 
PN 104 

 

Sen. Vincent J. Hughes (D) -

Montgomery (part) &  

Philadelphia (part)  

Counties 

An Act amending Title 61 (Prisons and Parole) of the Pennsylvania            

Consolidated Statutes, in State intermediate punishment, amends addicted          

incarcerated offender treatment to including gambling addictions in addition 

to drug and alcohol. 

 

PPS: Support 

Passed Senate    

Judiciary 5/9/17;  

On the Senate Floor 

for first                 

consideration as of 

5/9/17, but on hold on  

Senate Table. 

HB 135 
PN 1268 

 

Rep. Jason Dawkins (D) 

Gives Board discretion to parole prisoners who were sentenced to life after 15 

years of imprisonment. 

 

PPS: Support 

Referred to House  

Judiciary 4/7/17.   

 

SB 1011 
PN 1824 

 

Sen. Guy 
Reschenthaler (R) 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the         

Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania, providing for additional rights of victims of 

crime.  

 

Allows victims to refuse interviews, depositions and other discovery requests; 

further reduces defendants due process protections.  

 

PPS: Oppose 

Reported as         

committed from    

Senate Judiciary 

01/20/18 
  
Note: Companion bill 

in the House is HB 

1993, Rep. Sheryl 

Delozier. 

 

Re-referred to  

appropriations 

1/31/18. 

Referred to Judiciary 

3/26/18. 

SB 1071  

 

Sen. Stewart J. Greenleaf (R) -

Bucks (part) &  

Montgomery (part)  

Counties 

Provides for automatic parole without a hearing for short sentence offenders 

once they reach their minimum sentence.  In order to be eligible, the offender 

cannot have committed violent offenses, gun offenses, high-volume drug   

delivery offenses, certain sexual offenses, or misconduct while in prison.   

 

Streamlines placement of appropriate offenders in drug treatment in state  

prison. Successful completion of the program leads to an earlier release from 

prison. Establishes clearer guidelines for probation conditions to determine 

when violators should return to jail or prison. 

 

PPS: Support 

Passed the Senate  

unanimously 4/25/18. 

 

Referred to Judiciary 

4/30/18. 
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Bill  & Printer No., 

Prime Supporter(s) 

Description Action 

SB 522   

PN 875 

 

Sen. Stewart J. Greenleaf 

(R) -Bucks (part) &  

Montgomery (part)  

Counties  

An Act amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 61 (Prisons 

and Parole) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Merger Bill. The        

consolidation of the Department of Corrections DOC and the Board of Probation 

and Parole BPP into the Department of Criminal Justice will increase cost     

savings, decrease overlapping functions, and increase efficiencies. The BPP will 

maintain independent decision making and Corrections will oversee agents   

supervising parolees. 

 

PPS: Incorporated into Fiscal Year 2017-18 budget 

Passed Senate      

Judiciary, 3/16/17; 

Passed  

Appropriations 

5/8/17.  

Moved through the 

Senate 5/24/17       

(38-12).  

Referred to House  

Judiciary 5/25/17.  

SB 523    

PN 867  

 

Sen. Stewart J. Greenleaf 

(R) -Bucks (part) &  

Montgomery (part)  

Counties  

An Act amending the act of November 24, 1998 (P.L.882, No.111), known as the 

Crime Victims Act, Merger Bill. An Act amending the act of November 24, 1998 

(P.L.882, No. 111), known as the Crime Victims Act; further advancing the  

merger of the DOC and the BPP.  

 

Provides for the Office of Crime Victims and costs of offender supervision  

programs.  

 

PPS: Incorporated into Fiscal Year 2017-18 budget 

Passed Senate      

Judiciary, 3/16/17; 

Passed  

Appropriations 

5/8/17. Moved 

through the Senate 

5/24/17 (48-2).  

In House Judiciary 

5/25/17.  

SB 529 

HB 1419 

 

Rep. Sheryl  Delozier (R)      

Cumberland County 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania               

Consolidated Statutes, Clean Slate Clean Slate calls for automatic sealing of 

most non-violent misdemeanor convictions for individuals who have remained  

conviction free for at least 10 years.  It would also automatically seal records of 

arrests that do not lead to convictions.  It includes a provision for employer  

immunity for liability. Sealed records are hidden from the public, but still      

available to law enforcement. Clean Slate reduces the burden on the courts and 

expands on expungement legislation which passed in 2016. 

 

PPS: Support 

Passed both       

chambers. Signed by 

governor.  

HB 2005 
PN 2873 

 

Rep. Karen Boback (R) 

Act establishing guideline & procedures governing investigations &                 

interrogations of correctional officers by the Dept. of Corrections; authorizing 

civil suits; & providing for impact of collective bargaining agreements &        

summary suspensions. 

 

Corrections Officers under investigation would be given notice of interrogation 

and the name of the complainant 24 hours in advance of interrogation.            

Correctional Officers would not be required to submit to polygraph tests.          

Correctional Officers would be able to sue the complainant if the complaint is 

unsuccessful. 

 

PPS: Oppose 

Introduced and re-

ferred to House La-

bor and Industry 

01/9/2018. 

 

Edited by Nicole Sloane, Criminal Defense Attorney & 

Dwayne Heckert, Legislative Liaison for the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections 

Legislative Highlights 
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Bill  & Printer No., 

Prime Supporter(s)  

Description Action 

SB 59  

PN 0040  

 

Sen. Stewart Greenleaf (R) 

Amending Title 61 (Prisons and Parole) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated  

Statutes, establishing the Prison Industry Enhancement Authority; provid-

ing for employment of prisoners by private industry and for subcontracts 

with correctional agencies; establishing guidelines for prisoner compensa-

tion; and providing for location of private sector prison industry.  

 

PPS: Support 

Voted favorably from 

Senate Judiciary 

01/24/17. 

Laid on the table 

1/31/17.  

SB 357 

PN 351 

 

Sen. Robert Tomlinson (R) 

Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) to provide for the offense of aggra-

vated assault by a person in the custody of law enforcement.  

 

PPS: Support 

Referred to Judiciary 

2/15/17. 

First consideration 

3/19/18. 

Second consideration 

3/19/18. 

Re-referred to appropri-

ations 3/27/18.  

Re-reported as commit-

ted 5/22/18. 

SB 220 

PN 0203  

 

Sen. Wayne Fontana (D) 

Amends the Administrative Code, in powers and duties of the Department of 

Corrections, providing for notice of public hearing for State Correctional  

Institution closure.  

 

PPS: Oppose 

Introduced and    re-

ferred to  

Senate Judiciary on 

01/27/17  

SB 897 

PN 1199  

 

Sen. Patrick Stefano (R) 

Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial  

Procedure) Expands restitution for victims to include government agencies,    

non-profits and others. 

 

PPS: No position 

Referred to Judiciary 

11/25/17 

Passed over in Senate 

Judiciary 01/30/18  

Reported as committed 

4/17/18  

First consideration, 

4/24/18 

Third consideration and 

final passing  5/22/18. 

Referred to Judiciary 

5/23/18. 

SB 1070 

PN 1707 

 

Sen. Stewart Greenleaf (R) 

Creates an Advisory Committee that will approve and finance the use of best  

practices in probation supervision statewide. Uses evidence-based practices 

to enable county probation departments to assess the unique risks and needs 

of each offender on probation.   

 

PPS: Support 

Passed the Senate  

unanimously 4/25/18. 

Third consideration and 

final passing 4/25/18. 

Referred to Judiciary 

4/30/18. 

SB 1072 

PN 1650  

 

Sen. Stewart Greenleaf (R) 

Improves the flow of information to crime victims by prosecutors and police, 

as well as improving victim compensation for losses incurred during the 

crime. Changes the statute of limitations for making a victim compensation 

claim from 2 to 3 years, and allows for a good faith extension. 

Decreases the minimum loss for compensation from $100 to $50. Grants      

flexibility in the amount of emergency awards, adds eligibility for recipients 

of sexual violence and intimidation order, and adds crime scene clean-up for  

vehicles. 

PPS: No position 

Passed the Senate  

unanimously 4/25/18. 

Referred to Judiciary 

4/30/18. 

 

Edited by Nicole Sloane, Criminal Defense Attorney & 

Dwayne Heckert, Legislative Liaison for the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections 

Legislative Highlights 
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Bill  & Printer No., 

Prime Supporter(s)  

Description Action 

SB 922 

PN 1762  

 

Sen. Wayne Langerholc (R) 

Nonnarcotic Medication Substance Abuse Treatment Program. Providing court  

assessments for substance use disorder treatment. Also providing supervisory 

relationship. 

 

PPS: Support 

Referred to Judiciary 

10/11/17. 

Reported as amended 

3/27/18. 

First consideration 

3/27/18. 

Second consideration 

5/21/18. 

Third consideration 

and final passage 

6/5/18 (unanimous).  

SB 961 

PN 1585 

 

Sen. John Rafferty (R) 

Increases minimum sentence for homicide by vehicle DUI  for repeat DUI    

offenders. Increases grading of some DUI offenses to felony.  

Increases for certain offenses with DUI if the driver is not licensed.  

 

PPS: Oppose 

Passed Senate 

4/18/18. 

In House; referred to 

Judiciary 4/19/18. 

SB 293 

 

Sen. Daylin Leach (D) 

Will eliminate murder of the second degree from Pennsylvania law. Also known 

as the "Felony Murder" doctrine, a murder of the second degree occurs when a 

criminal homicide is committed while an offender is engaged as a principal or 

an accomplice in the perpetration of a felony. 

PPS: Support 

Referred to Judiciary 

2/6/2017 

 

Edited by Nicole Sloane, Criminal Defense Attorney & 

Dwayne Heckert, Legislative Liaison for the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections 

Legislative Highlights 

Have an inmate who wants to be profiled? Interview 

them and send in a submission to have their story or 

profile published in the next edition of Graterfriends! 

 

Please be sure to include permission to publish from 

the author and the person profiled.  
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Resources 

Inmate Authors 

  

If you are a prisoner who has written a book,  

Prisons Foundation wants to publish it!  

There is no charge to publish or read your book. 

Your book will be scanned and published exactly as 

we receive it. Any language is acceptable. It may 

contain drawings and photos. For more  

information, contact: 

 

Prisons Foundation  

2512 Virginia Ave NW Suite 58043 

Washington, DC 20037 

 

W | www.prisonsfoundation.org 

E | staff@PrisonsFoundation.org 

Families Against Mandatory Minimums 

(FAMM) 

 
FAMM, a DC-based sentencing reform  

organization, is working to fight mandatory  

minimums in Pennsylvania, but needs case  

examples to help convince lawmakers to support 

fair sentencing. 

 

If you are serving a long mandatory sentence for a 

drug or gun offense, please send 1) your name, 2) 

your contact information, 3) contact  

information for an outside friend or family  

member, 4) a brief description of your offense, and 

5) your sentence (example: I received a 10-20 year 

mandatory minimum), to: 

 

FAMM 

Attn: Pennsylvania Stories 

1100 H Street, NW, Suite 1000 

Washington, DC 20005 

 

Note: FAMM does not offer direct legal assistance 

and cannot respond to every letter received, but the  

organization will contact you by mail if they’d like 

to learn more about your case. 

Life Without Parole (LWOP) 
 

Women Lifers Resume Project of PA 

PO Box 324 

New Hope, PA 18938 

P | 814-393-5400 (Cambridge Springs) 

P | 570-546-3171 (Muncy) 

W | www.wlrppa.org  

 

Reconstruction, Inc 

ATTN Fight for Lifers. 

PO Box 7691 

Philadelphia, PA 19101 

P | 215-223-8180 

 

Juvenile Life Without Parole (JLWOP) 

 

Juvenile Law Center 

The Philadelphia Building 

1315 Walnut Street, 4th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

P | 800-875-8887 (toll free) 

 

The Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of 

Youth 

1319 F Street, NW Suite 303 

Washington, DC 20004 

P | 202-289-4677 
 

Prison Society Response to Mail Policy 

Changes 

 

Dear Graterfriends Subscriber,  

 

The Prison Society is closely monitoring the impact 

of recent DOC policy changes affecting all inmates 

and their loved ones. 

 

The Society has responded to the new poli-

cies as follows: 

 

1. Speaking Out. Society staff and board members 

were briefed about the new policies in a call with 

DOC senior staff on the morning of the public an-

nouncement. The Society put out a statement via 

social media that criticized the changes and asked 

the DOC to reconsider. 
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State Officials 
 

Governor Tom Wolf 

Governor’s Correspondence Office 

508 Main Office Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

P | 717-787-3391 

F | 717-772-8284 

 

Attorney General Josh Shapiro 

PO Box 22635  

Philadelphia, PA 19110 

P | 215-886-7376 

 

Senator___________________                     

Senate PO Box 203 __ __ __*                        

Harrisburg, PA 17120              

                          

Representative___________ 

PO Box 202 __ __ __* 

Harrisburg, PA 17120   

 

*If you know the three-digit district number for 

your Senator or Representative, add it to the  

PO Box number. If you do not know, information 

for Senators is available at www.pasen.gov; infor-

mation on Representatives is available at 

www.house.state.pa.us. 

 

 

DOC Officials 
  

DOC Secretary John Wetzel 

19020 Technology Parkway 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

P  | 717-728-2573 

W | www.cor.pa.gov 

E  | ra-crpadocsecretary@pa.gov 

Resources 

2. Monitoring Impact. The Society has had nu-

merous and extensive conversations with the DOC 

about these new policies. We have requested infor-

mation about the alleged incidents that have given 

rise to these policies and we have asked for clarifi-

cation on various aspects of these far-reaching 

changes. 

 

3. Official Visitor Access. The Society contacted 

DOC leadership during the lock down to request 

visitation access for Official Visitors. A ban on Of-

ficial Visitors was subsequently lifted by the DOC 

despite the lock down continuing. The Society noti-

fied all Official Visitors and asked them to report 

any concerns voiced by inmates using a survey tool 

created by Society staff. All Official Visitors who 

filled out the survey reported successful access to 

facilities during the lock down without a problem. 

 

4. Ensuring Graterfriends Delivery. Society 

staff worked with the DOC to ensure that inmates 

will be able to have Graterfriends delivered direct-

ly to them. 

 

We are very concerned about the impact of these 

changes on inmate health, safety and welfare and 

in particular the right to legal and non-legal mail 

and periodicals like Graterfriends. 

As we learn more about these policy changes and 

their impact on those who are incarcerated and 

their loved ones, we will continue to provide up-

dates. We are in an ongoing dialogue with the 

DOC to learn more about the reasoning behind 

these policies and the impact of implementation. 

 

If you or someone you know has a problem as a 

result of these new policies, LET US KNOW. In 

particular 

 

- if someone has been unable to visit you because 

of these new policies 

- if you have had a problem with copy quality of 

items sent from the Florida mail clearinghouse 

- if you have had difficulty or delay in getting a 

piece of mail delivered 

- or other issues related to these new policies, 

please let us know 

The more we document what is happening on the 

inside, the more we can effectively press the DOC 

to address these problems. Please share any infor-

mation by writing us a letter or sending an email 

to info@prisonsociety.org.  

mailto:info@prisonsociety.org
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Prisoner’s Rights 
 

Coalition to Abolish Death by Incarceration 

c/o Decarcerate PA 

PO Box 40764 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

P  | 267-217- 3372 

W | www.decarceratePA.info 

E  | decarceratePA.pgh@gmail.com (Pittsburgh) 

E  | CADBIphilly@gmail.com (Philadelphia) 

E  | decarceratePA@gmail.com  

 

PA Institutional Law Project: Philadelphia 

The Cast Iron Building 

718 Arch Street, Suite 304 South 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

P  | 215-925-2966 (Philadelphia) 

F  | 215-925-5337 (Philadelphia) 

P  | 570-523-1104 (Lewisburg) 

P  | 412-434-6004 (Pittsburgh) 

W | www.pailp.org 

E  | alove@pailp.org 

 

Prison Activist Resource Center 

PO Box 70447 

Oakland, CA 94612 

P  | 510-893-4648 

W | www.prisonactivist.org/resources 

E  | info@prisonactivist.org 

Resources 

PA Statewide Pro Bono Services 
 

Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership  

436 Seventh Avenue, 400 Koppers Building 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219  

P|412-402-6677  

 

Philly VIP  

1500 Walnut Street, Suite 400 

Philadelphia, PA 19102  

P | 215-523-9550  

Refers indigent individuals to volunteer lawyers, 

paralegals, and others who provide legal services 

free of charge. 

 

National Pro Bono Services 
 

American Bar Association  

W | http://www.findlegalhelp.org  

Allows site users to search for a list of resources 

available in their state, including pro bono or  

inexpensive lawyers, help in dealing with lawyers, 

legal information, and self-help materials. 
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PENNSYLVANIA JUDICIARY COMMITTEES 
Majority = Republicans, Minority = Democrats.  All addresses below are located in Harrisburg PA. 

HOUSE MAJORITY MEMBERS PO BOX ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBERS 

Hon. Ron Marsico, Chair 20 2105 17120-2105 717-783-2014 & 717-652-3721 

Hon. Tarah Toohil 20 2116 17120-2116 717-260-6136 & 570-453-1344 

Hon. Stephen Bloom 20 2199 17120-2199 717-772-2280 & 717-249-1990 

Hon. Becky Corbin 20 2155 17120-2155 717-783-2520 & 610-524-5595 

Hon. Sheryl M. DeLozier 20 2088 17120-2088 717-783-5282 & 717-761-4665 

Hon. Harold A. English 20 2030 17120-2030 717-260-6407 & 412-487-6605 

Hon. Garth D. Everett 20 2084 17120-2084 717-787-5270 & 570-546-2084 

Hon. Barry Jozwiak 20 2005 17120-2005 717-772-9940 & 610-378-4407 

Hon. Kate A. Klunk 20 2169 17120-2169 717-787-4790 & 717-630-8942 

Hon. Jerry Knowles 20 2124 17120-2124 717-787-9029 & 570-668-1240 

Hon. Tedd C. Nesbit 20 2008 17120-2008 717-787-6438 & 724-458-4911 

Hon. Rick Saccone 20 2039 17120-2039 717-260-6122 & 412-653-1025 

Hon. Paul Schemel 20 2090 17120-2090 717-783-5218 & 717-749-7384 

Hon. Todd Stephens 20 2151 17120-2151 717-260-6163 & 215-368-5165 

Hon. Jesse Topper 20 2078 17120-2078 717-787-7076 & 814-623-9097 

HOUSE MINORITY MEMBERS PO BOX ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBERS 

Hon. Joe Petrarca, Chair 20 2055 17120-2055 717-787-5142 & 724-567-6892 

Hon. Bryan Barbin 20 2071 17120-2071 717-783-1491 & 814-539-8429 

Hon. Ryan A. Bizzarro 20 2003 17120-2003 717-772-2297 & 814-835-2880 

Hon. Tim Briggs 20 2149 17120-2149 717-705-7011 & 610-768-3135 

Hon. Dom Costa 20 2021 17120-2021 717-783-9114 & 412-361-2040 

Hon. Tina M. Davis 20 2141 17120-2141 717-783-4903 & 267-580-2660 

Hon. Jason Dawkins 20 2179 17120-2179 717-787-1354 & 215-744-7901 
Hon. Madeleine Dean 20 2153 17120-2153 717-783-7619 & 215-517-6800 

Hon. Joanne E. McClinton 20 2191 17120-2191 717-772-9850 & 215-748-6712 
Hon. Dan L. Miller 20 2042 17120-2042 717-783-1850 & 412-343-3870 

Hon. Gerald J. Mullery 20 2119 17120-2119 717-783-4893 & 570-740-7031 

Hon. Martina A. White 20 2170 17120-2170 717-787-6740 & 215-330-3709 

SENATE MAJORITY MEMBERS PO BOX ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBERS 

Hon. Stewart J. Greenleaf, Chair 20 3012 17120-3012 717-787-6599 & 215-657-7700 

Hon. John C. Rafferty Jr., Vice Chair 20 3044 17120-3044 717-787-1398 & 610-831-8830 

Hon. Joseph B. Scarnati III, Ex Officio 20 3025 17120-3025 717-787-7084 & 814-265-2040 

Hon. Richard L. Alloway II 20 3033 17120-3033 717-787-4651 & 717-264-6100 

Hon. John H. Eichelberger Jr. 20 3030 17120-3030 717-787-5490 & 814-695-8386 

Hon. John R. Gordner 20 3027 17120-3027 717-787-8928 & 570-784-3464 

Hon. Wayne Langerholc Jr. 20 3035 17120-3035 717-787-5400 & 814-765-0555 

Hon. Guy Reschenthaler 20 3037 17120-3037 717-787-5839 & 412-831-0250 

Hon. Randy Vulakovich 20 3038 17120-3038 717-787-6538 & 412-487-6600 

Hon. Gene Yaw 20 3023 17120-3023 717-787-3280 & 570-322-6457 

SENATE MINORITY MEMBERS PO BOX ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBERS 

Hon. Daylin Leach, Chair 20 3017 17120-3017 717-787-5544 & 610-768-4200 

Hon. Lisa M. Boscola 20 3018 17120-3018 717-787-4236 & 610-868-8667 

Hon. Lawrence M. Farnese Jr. 20 3001 17120-3001 717-787-5662 & 215-952-3121 

Hon. Art Haywood 20 3004 17120-3004 717-787-1327 & 215-517-1439 

Hon. John P. Sabatina Jr. 20 3005 17120-3005 717-787-9608 & 215-281-2539 
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Transportation  
Services 

What prisons do you visit? 
We have buses to all Pennsylvania state prisons 

except Camp Hill, Chester, Phoenix, and  

Quehanna Boot Camp. 

 

Who can travel? 

Anyone can travel as long as he or she is on the 

inmates visitor list, including infants and children. 

Please check with whomever you are visiting 

prior to purchasing a ticket to ensure that 

you are on his or her list. You will not get a  

refund if you are unable to visit because you are 

not an approved visitor. 

 

How can I pay for a ticket? 

Cash, debit, or credit card in the office. There is a 

$2 surcharge per ticket to use a credit card, online 

or over the phone. 

 

How do I get a seat?  

Can I mail in my payment? 

Tickets can be purchased online, over the phone, in 

the office, or by mail. We only accept money order 

payments via postal mail. Do not send cash in 

the mail. 

 

Send payments to: 

Attn: Family Transportation 

Pennsylvania Prison Society 

230 South Broad Street, Suite 605 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

Please make money orders payable to: PA Prison 

Society at the address listed above.  

 

When sending payments through the mail, 

please include your full name, prison you are 

visiting, and your telephone number. We may 

need to contact you.  

Editors Note: For more information, see p.22 for 

bus schedule or contact Emily Cashell at: (215) 

564-4775 x 1002 ecashell@prisonsociety.org, or 

visit www.prisonsociety.org 

 

2018 BUS SCHEDULE  

Correctional Institution Dates 

Albion August 10 
September 14 

October 12 

November 9 

December 14 

Cambridge Springs & Mercer August 20 

October 15 

December 17 

Fayette August 17 
September 21 

October 19 

November 16 

December 21 

Forest August 13 
September 10 

October 8 

November 12 

December 10 

Greene August 3 
September 7 

October 5 

November 5 

December 7 

Pine Grove August 17 

October 19 

December 21 

Benner & Rockview August 9 

October 11 

December 13 

Huntington & Smithfield September17 

November 19 

Houtzdale August 9 

October 11 

December 13 

Laurel Highlands & Somerset August 6 
September 10 

October 1 

November 1 

December 3 

Coal Township September 14 

November 9 

Dallas & Retreat August 27 

October 22 

December 17 

Frackville & Mahanoy September 10 

November 12 

Muncy September 11 

November 13 

Waymart September 22 

November 24 
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SURVEY 

  
We welcome comments and suggestions from all readers.  Please complete this form and mail to PPS. 

  

What information is most useful? 
  
  
  

What information is least useful? 
  
  
  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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First Class postage is required to re-mail 

230 South Broad Street 

Suite 605 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 
 

September 2018 

 
 

 NEW SUBSCRIBERS: Please allow 12 weeks for receipt of your first issue. 

Make a check or money order payable to  

The Pennsylvania Prison Society  

230 South Broad Street, Suite 605 

Philadelphia, PA 19102  

Prisoners may pay with unused postage stamps. 

Memberships last for one year. 

Name __________________________________ Prisoner Number ___________________ Institution___________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________ State ____________ Zip____________________ 

Payment Amount _______________________________________________ Payment Method _________________________________________ 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

Receive Graterfriends for: 

Support our mission and become a member! 
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